
Standard Orders in Limine
of the 33rd District Court

1. Insur ance.   Unless an insurance company is a named Defendant, that the Defendant is or is not protected,

in whole or in part, by liability insurance, or that defense counsel was retained by, or all or any part of the

costs of defense, or of any resulting judgment, are or will be paid by an insurance company, or any other

matter suggesting an involvement of any insurance company with the defense of the case.

2. Juror s’ Con nection  with Ins uran ce Ind ustry .  Inquiring of potential jurors as to their present or past

employment or connection with the insurance industry, or present or past connection of any family member

with the insur ance industr y, except that:

a. If a potential juror’s juror information card discloses employment in the insurance industry, such

potential juror may be questioned concerning same.

b. Inquiry may be m ade of potential jur ors conce rning their ex perienc e (or that of mem bers of their

family), if any, reviewing, adjusting or allowing/disallowing claims, as long as no express

reference is m ade to “insur ance.”

3. Liabilit y or N on-Lia bility for J udg ment . That the named Defendant may or may not have to pay any

resulting judg ment.

4. Collat eral So urce. That any portion of the damages sought by Plaintiff have been, or will be, paid by any

collateral source, including but not limited to:

a. health and accident or disability insurance.

b. any employee be nefit plan, formal or  informal, including p ayment of wages for time  not actually

worked.

c. social security or welfare.

d. veterans or other benefits.

e. provisions of medical services free of charge or for less than reasonable and customary charges,

provided that the foregoing does not prohibit reference to unpaid charges of any health care

provider who actually testifies for Plaintiff (or whose medical records are offered by Plaintiff), or

to any letter of protection securing any such charges.

5. Reten tion of A ttorne y. The time or circumstances under which either party consulted or retained an

attorney provided that if any attorney referred a party to a health care provider who testifies in the case (or

whose  medical r ecords a re introduc ed b y suc h party) s uch  fact ma y be  a su bject of inquir y.

6. Incom e Taxe s.  That any recov ery will or will not be  subject to inc ome taxes , in whole or in p art.

7. Crim inal O ffenses.  That any party or witness has been suspected of, arrested for, charged with or

convicted of any criminal offense unless there is evidence of a specific conviction that the Court has

previously ruled is admissible in the case.

8. Alcoh ol or Dru g Us e.  That any party or witness uses or abuses alcohol, tobacco, or any controlled

substan ce, unless a nd until such alle ged use or  abuse is s hown to b e specifically releva nt to the matters  in

con tro ver sy.



9. Settlem ent N egotia tions or M ediatio n.  Any negotiations, offers or demands with respect to any attempted

settlement or mediation.

10. Prior Su its or C laims.  That any party has been a party to any prior lawsuit, or has asserted any prior

claim, or that an y prior claim ha s been a sserted ag ainst a par ty; provided that this c lause does  not prohib it

inquiry abou t a prior injur y that may have been  the subjec t of a claim, as distingu ished from the c laim, suit

or settlement with reference thereto, if the nature of injuries claimed in the present suit make the same

relevant.

11. Ex Pa rte Sta temen ts of W itnesse s.  Any reference to any ex parte statement of any witness or alleged

witness, other than an adverse party or agent of an adverse party, unless and until such witness has been

called to testify and has given testimony conflicting with such ex parte statement. A deposition or a

statement in b usiness or  medical rec ords that hav e been p roved up  as requ ired by the Rule s of Evidence is

not an ex pa rte stateme nt.

12. Testim ony of A bsent  Witn ess.  Any statement or suggestion as to the probable testimony of any witness or

alleged witness who is unavailable to testify, or whom the party suggesting such testimony does not, in good

faith, expect to testify in the trial. If the party is expected to testify by deposition, this provision does not

apply to testimony contained in the deposition expected to be offered.

13. Failur e to Ca ll Witn ess.  Any reference to the failure of an opposing party to call any witness.

14. Photo grap hs.  Showing any documents or photographs to the jury, or displaying same in such manner that

the jury or any member thereof can see the same, unless and until the same has been tendered to opposing

counsel, and has been admitted in evidence or approved for admission or use before the jury, either by the

Court or b y all counsel.

15. Req uests fo r Stipu lations .  Any reques t or demand  in the pres ence of the jury for a stipu lation to any fact,

or that couns el admit or de ny any fact.

16. Req uests fo r Files. Any request or demand in the presence of the jury that opposing counsel produce any

document or thing, or that opposing counsel or any party or witness exhibit, turn over or allow examination

of the contents of any file or briefcase (except that a party may demand to see a document used by a witness

on the stand to r efresh his/her  recollection, or  that a witness  testifies that he/she ha s used p reviously to

refresh his/her recollection).

17. Discrim ination .  Any argument that a party should be treated more or less favorably because of such

party’s race, gender, national origin, nationality, religion, marital status, occupation, or financial status

(except in the second phase of a bifurcated trial).

18. Social C ost of Aw ard.  Any argument or suggestion that an award of damages will affect insurance

premiums, the price of any goods or services, or the level of taxation.

19. Har dship  or Priva tion.  Any a rgumen t or s uggesti on th at a fa ilur e to a war d damag es w ill ca use  a Plaint iff

privation or financial hardship.

20. Golde n Ru le.  Any argum ent  or s ugg estion that the j urors shou ld p ut them selve s in  the  posit ion  of a p arty.

21. Coun sel’s O pinion  of Cred ibility.  Any expres sion of counsel’ s perso nal opinion r egarding the  credibility

of any witness.

22. Effect of A nswers t o Jury  Qu estions .  Any argument that any finding or failure to find in response to a

particular jury question will, or will not result in a judgment favorable to any party. This provision does not



bar argument  by coun sel that a  particul ar  jur y question sh ould be an swered in a p articula r way.

23. Evide nce N ot Prod uced in  Discov ery R espon se to a P roper R eques t.  Calling any witness, or offering

any document in e vidence, if the identity of such witne ss or the doc ument has n ot been dis closed in

response to a proper discovery request. If a party has a good faith basis to urge that such witness or

document should be received either because (a) no discovery request properly called for its disclosure, or

(b) good cause existed for failure timely to disclose, such party shall first approach the bench and secure a

ruling thereon. Counsel are advised that to the extent possible or predictable, such matters should be

address ed and a ru ling sought at p retrial once  the case is as signed for trial.

24. Obj ections  to Evid ence N ot Prod uced in  Discov ery.  Any objection based on failure to disclose evidence

in pre-trial discovery. Any party desiring to urge any such objection shall request to approach the bench and

urge such objection outside the hearing of the jury. To the extent possible or predictable, such matters

should be addressed and a ruling sought at pretrial once the case is assigned for trial, although the objection

may be urged for the record outside the hearing of the jury at the time such evidence is offered in the event

the Court ha s overrule d the objec tion at pretr ial.


